HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

van Eysinga, in his well-known work entitled "Indische In-
vloeden op Oude Christelijke verhalen," at p. Ill, follows in the
same strain : "Reeds in 1857 had Weber Babylonischen invloed
op Indii meenen to herkennen in de Indische astrologie in het
Indische schrift Ein nieuw onderzoek omtrent dit laatste
punt leidde Biihler tot de Stotsom, dat de Indeirs hun
zoogenaamd Brahmi Hpi of Maurya Alphabet, aan de
Semeitin hebben ontleend, iets wat ten opzichte van het
andere alphabet, het kharosthi lipi van den aanvang of door
de geberden is irkend. Dr. Biihler acht involer van het
Brzthma lipi uit Mesopotamia over den zeweg reeds in de 8 ste
at 9 de eeuw voor christus waarschijnlyk". (On the Origin of
the Indian Brahma Alphabet in Sitz. der Philos. Hist classe
der Kais. Ak. der Wissenschaften, Band 132, Wein 1895).
The most recent advocate of this theory is Dr. Deeke.

(iii) A third theory, that of an indigenous origin, is upheld
by specialists of nearly equal authority. This solution was
first suggested by Christian Lassen, (Lassen and Karl Ritter,
the most industrious encyclopaedists had by their epoch-making
researches contributed greatly to our scientific and accurate
knowledge about Indian antiquities), Lassen was followed by
Mr. Edward Thomas who definitely rejects the Semitic source,
attributing the invention to the Dravidian races of Southern
India. General Cunningham has propounded an elaborate
scheme as to the mode in which, as he considers, the Asoka
alphabet may have originated out of a primitive Indian picture-
writing. The final contribution to this argument is from the
pen of Prof* Dawson, whose opinions are entitled to great
consideration. His conclusion is "that the peculiarities of the
Indian alphabet demonstrate its independence of all foreign
origin," and that "it may confidently be urged that all probabi-
lities and inferences are in favour of an independent invention."
The Southern Indian alphabet, the oldest form of which we
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